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It’s their smile that I remember . 
 
With young children and even adults 

who are enjoying themselves like they’re young all 
over again, it’s the smile that lasts in my memory.  
Spending yourself on helping people get more out of 
their life is such great fun and to all of you who have 
supported and encouraged us at MAT we say a big 
‘Thanks!’  
 
Two weeks ago I was telling Lynda about the 27th of each 
month.  Previously deadlines used to be a time of stress 
and hard work; with MAT’s monthly deadlines we are 
increasingly able to trust God for the necessary funds to 
become available.  We are so focussed on preparing the 
ministry we see the ship as already funded and we keep 
seeing the smiles! 
 
The 27th of May was a special day as we received several 
emails that told of ministry to the Island nations of the 
South West Pacific.  It was to these nations that Phil was 
originally called when God revealed the vision for a yacht-
based servant ministry.  There are many nations whose 
people have huge smiles but few can express their thanks 
to God like the Melanesian peoples –think Fiji and we think 
of big wide smiles that echo their thanks for all they 
receive.  In all we plan to achieve through MAT in the 
years ahead it is serving people that provides the energy to 
succeed in this venture in which you are a partner. 
 
Prayer is still our biggest need  and prayer to our God 
begins with thanks.  As we approach God in prayer we 
have so much to be thankful for since formalising this 
ministry partnership.  Psalms tells us that we enter God’s 
gates (His heavenly realm) with thanksgiving and we enter 
His courts (His presence) with praise.  Already we can look 
around and be filled with memories that fill us with thanks 
and praise for all God is doing through our partners and yet 
it is the future expectation of far greater things that 
motivates us to press on.  Launching a new ministry in a 
so-called recession is simply agreeing with what God has 
said, nothing more or less.  We trust God that His will is 
being done through people on earth and the seas. 
 
We’ve found new breakthroughs appear as we pray with 
thanks-filled hearts in an attitude of praise.  Be it names of 
people to contact or inspiring ideas to express our vision 
more clearly prayer has been foundational to our progress 
to date.  Because of our confidence that God does move 
people’s hearts, yours and ours, we ask you to pray with 
us that the next right people will be led to us or we be led 
to them? 
 
We are convinced that the ministry will be funded on time 
and in full but we are not sure we’ve met all the players on 
the team.  So please help us find them and them find us. 
 

It is easy to be money focussed when you are short of a 
bob or two (that’s dollars to younger people) and we are 
trying to live by faith in this matter of funding the vision.  
To keep provision in perspective we constantly remind 
ourselves that it is God’s vision and He provides for His 
Vision.  We call this Pro-Vision and so our prayers have 
been to thank our Provider for Provisioning His ministry.  
It’s more than a play on words it is an essential reminder 
of who’s work this is and who’s part is whose. 
 
DVD’s are available  if you would like to show potential 
investors about our vision and need.  These wonderful 
10min DVD’s showcase our vision in ways words simply 
can’t.  Please call us to discuss how we might do a 
presentation for an interested person or potential partner 
for MAT.  We have documentation about the vision, the 
business side of things and how we expect to achieve all 
we have talked about.  We do need to meet more people 
in order to discover who else could be part of what we 
are called to do. 
 
Next steps 
As Mark pointed out in May’s newsletter we are now 
gearing up for the survey process so our clients can put 
Maggie to sea with lots of children.  There is so much to 
concentrate on and so we do ask for your continued 
prayer that all will go well and smoothly.  The people who 
have committed their time and expertise to the survey 
process are highly skilled and each has an eye for detail 
and safety and we are so grateful for their help.  Here are 
some specific prayer pointers for us in the coming weeks: 
 
Thanks to God for 
·  Ongoing finances to get us this far 
·  Brian’s faith that MAT will succeed in our mission 
·  Continuing support and encouragement from friends 

 
God we need 
·  $250,000 before July 27th

 to pay off the ship  
·  Starting dates for people doing survey work 
·  Additional funds for survey, up to $80,000  

 
Here we are, so happy at the signing of our ‘sale and 
purchase agreement’ for Maggie on July 27th 2008.  
What’s the bet we’ll be way more excited when we hand 
over the final payment on or before July 27th 2009? 
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